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erected by the ancient Maya rulers to facilitate the ascent of that monu- 
mental pile. Since Palacio gave the earliest account of these ruins in 
1570, scientific interest has always centered upon this locality. The 
gradual disintegration of the sustaining structure has recently caused 
the upper part of this impressive stairway to slide down over the lower 
portion, thus causing the sequence of the greater part of the inscription 
to become lost. Mr George Byron Gordon, already well known by his 
archeologic work in the same region, has been entrusted by the Peabody 
Museum to reastablish the continuity of the inscriptions by a thorough 
study of their glyphs or symbols. Molds of all the glyphs have been 
made during previous expeditions and space has been provided in the 
Museum to install the casts as soon as their sequence has been defini- 
tively traced. Mr Gordon has already substantiated the evidence that 
the stairway inscription is over seven hundred years older than any other 
inscription of Copan, the initial date of which has hitherto been deter- 
mined. 

Another important fact established by the removal of the debris is 
that the central portion of the stairway was once embellished by the 
colossal figure of a seated, open-mouthed monster, flanked by human 
figures. At the base of the steps, just below the monster, is what Mr 
Gordon terms the altar, a high structure with rounded sides and built 
into the stairway, forming several partitions. The glyphs forming the 
faces of the steps are of excellent workmanship. When excavations 
were first begun in 189I all these stone structures were covered entirely 
with a dense forest, and the unexplored part of the ruins is still in that 
condition. 

An excellent idea of the extent and character of the ruins is given 
by the eighteen splendid photographic plates contained in the memoir. 
If the date of the monument can eventually be fixed, it will be deter- 
mined by means of the glyphs still in position or scattered around the 
stairway, though these are now in a less satisfactory condition than any 
of the long inscriptions of Quirigua, Palenque, and Piedras Negras. 
There is reason to hope that the mystery surrounding this vast ruin in 
the valley of Copan will soon be revealed by the excellent work that is 
now being conducted. A. S. GATSCHET. 

Indian Basketry. With 360 Illustrations. Second Edition. Revised 
and Enlarged. By GEORGE WHARTON JAMES, Pasadena, Cal.: 
Printed Privately for the Author, 1902. 274 pp., ills., 80. 

The immediate call for a second edition of Mr James' book shows 
the widespread and increasing interest in aboriginal basketry. It seems 
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strange that a few years ago there should have been so little apprecia- 
tion of these treasured art products of Indian women. The first 
scientific work on Indian baskets was published by Prof O. T. Mason 
in the Report of the U. S. National Museum for 1884, and to him the 
book of Mr James is dedicated. To Professor Mason all students of 
the subject are indebted. 

The field covered by Mr James' book is southwestern United States 
and the Pacific coast, an area including the important basket-making 
tribes of North America. 

The chapters are as follows : , Introduction; ii, Basketry the 
mother of pottery; In, Basketry in Indian legend; Iv, Basketry in Indian 
ceremonial; v, Basket-making people; vi, Materials used in Indian 
basketry; vii, Colors in Indian basketry; viiI, Weaves or stitches of 
Indian baskets; ix, Basket frames and designs-their origin and rela- 
tion to art; x, Some uses of Indian baskets; xI, Various Indian 
baskets; xii, Symbolism of Indian baskets: a, Symbolism in basket 
forms; b, Development of symbolism in basket designs; c, Imitation 
and conventionalization; d, The birth and development of geometrical 
designs; e, Diverse meanings of designs; f, Designs of animal origin; 
g, Designs of vegetable origin; h, Designs of natural origin; i, De- 
signs of artifact origin; j, Baskets with mixed designs; xiiI, The 
poetry of Indian basketry; xiv, Baskets to be prized; xv, The de- 
cadence of the art; xvI, How the art may be preserved; xvi, IHints 
to the collector; xviiin, Bibliography of Indian basketry; Appendix; 
Index. 

The book will be of great service to collectors. Too much cannot 
be said in praise of the wealth of illustration. The popular form of the 
work has not been conducive in all cases to scientific arrangement of 
the matter. Much has been quoted from writings of Mason, Holmes, 
Cushing, Matthews, Farrand, Dixon, Teit, and others, and Mr James 
has incorporated his own observations among the Indians, extending 
over a period of twenty years, which are of value to science. There is 
a copious index. WALTER HOUGH. 

Kwakiutl Texts. By FRANZ BOAS and GEORGE HUNT. (Memoirs of 
the American Museum of Natural History, Vol. V; Anthropology, 
Vol. IV, i. Jesup North Pacific Expedition.) New York: Janu- 
ary, I902. 270 pp, 40 

This large body of texts in the Kwakiutl language, which is spoken 
on parts of Vancouver island but chiefly on the adjacent mainland, was 
recorded between 1895 and 900oo by Mr George Hunt, of Fort Rupert, 
B. C., by means of the system of recording unwritten languages pro- 
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